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Peace 
‘on Earth 


DEPENDS 
UPON 


rour (;00d will 
towards men 


N, ; 

*W poster issued by the Northern Friends 

face Board, 4d. post free, from Clifford 
Street, York. 


FLEET STREET PARLIAMENT 
DEBATES CONSCRIPTION 


The soldier 
Said ‘End it’ 


That this House views with apprehen- 
On the imposition of conscription to the 
eed Forces in time of peace, believ- 
th such a system to be alien to British 
dauition, harmful to the educational 
fy opment of our youth, and a danger 


b € maintenance of international 
meee it therefore calls upon His 
Ni Jeety’s Government to repeal the 


tional Service Act. 
HE well-known Fleet Street Parliament 


be debated this resolutiton at its Decem- 
T Sesssion, 


Victor Yates, MP, proposing the motion, 

ed that his objection to conscription 

Caug Mainly a matter of principle, but be- 

Serine, MOSt people claimed to dislike con- 

ease, ton, accepting it only because it was 

false it was desirable to show the 
Y of the claims made for it. 


Ad for instance, it were really true that 
Ratin .Ption meant security, then the safest 
Wherg, Would be the dictator-nations, 
tring €as it was the traditionally free coun- 
War, Which, after many difficulties, won the 


of to the claims made for conscription as 

the ~Cational value, the blunt truth is that 

st litary authorities are not the best 

rit 6° Undertake the educational develop- 
of our youth. 


™pty claim of equality 
Clain, then exposed the emptiness of the 
Terreg at conscription is equality and re- 


to the growing doubts. of its mili- 
a efficiency,” . 


Me 


T he Motion was opposed by prospective 
on Candidate Brigadier Smyth, VC, who 
and closed by declaring that he was 
ed to conscription on principle and 
no means sure it was the right 
1" , And he caused wry smiles and 
Tetion OY asserting that conscientious ob- 
Mugt _ W288 absolutely necessary—but we 
. NOt have too many! 


18 seconde i 
Vati 2r, also a prospective Con- 
T™a tive candidate, anda DFC, by contrast 
vy ay debating speech, and could 
with the motion’s point about 
dil the tradition ” by saying, “ Well, what 
tion to atom bomb is alien to British tra- 
Object ¢ Oddly enough, he did not seem 
“ct to the use of it. 


y 
“dled arguments 
i 
se 18 Speakers from the floor of thé 
x ipened in the discussion, which was 
trakers fesrteeeearly high ‘quality: many 
nig” Meats ifying conscription—as a cer- 
ining yy of preventing war, others ex- 
*2W It would help us to win a war. 


teresting contribution was from a 
niformed conscript. With com- 
“€ssness, almost accidentally, and 
A Splaying on which side he was 
nN conser} > Utterly exposed the nonsense 

Migadior Ption, and seemed to embarrass 
<t Smyth considerably. 
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GARRY DAVIS INTENDS 


TO ENTER 


Wants to help 
| he had 


him an entry permit. 


In view of Garry Davis’s reason for 
wanting to enter Germany, this refusal is 
significant. His intention was to join a 
group of “ Pick-and-Shovel Peace-makers ” 
in the task of reconstruction—to use his 
own words—‘ to help rebuild the Germany 
I had previously helped to destroy as a 
bomber-pilot-” 


This purpose is fully explained in a letter 
he has circulated to a number of friends, 
including Peace News:— 


“T feel I could best express my active 
sympathy for this cause after my vain 
by working at Vercheny where he was 
efforts to be imprisoned with Jean Moreau, 
arrested by military police. 


“My presence in France, however, I feel 
now is preventing those Frenchmen who are 
interested in this cause to express fully 
their interest to the deputies. 


Aiding men of goodwill 


“Therefore, since it was my original in- 
tention upon renunciation of national citi- 
zenship to help in rebuilding Germany—for 
I took an active part in its destruction— 
and since I could scarcely find a complemen- 
tary reason of greater worth than aiding 
men of goodwill now suffering uselessly in 
prison, 1 should like to do this work in 
Germany. 


“ Stephen Zickler, now editor of the Welt- 
kurier of Herne/ Westfalen, was the first in 
Germany with whom I became acquainted. 
We have since become fast friends by cor- 
respondence. I wanted, therefore, to meet 
Stephen in Germany. ... 


“Though I was invited to the World 
Pacifist Meeting in India, and_ personally 
wanted to attend, I later realised that since 
the ideal of World Citizenship is carried by 
all of us and I cannot presume to incarnate 
this ideal myself, it was largely pride which 
prompted my original acceptance. 


“I fee) now that while the men in India 
are searching for methods of applying non- 
violent constructive action to human prob- 
lems, we should be showing support of the 
deliberations by concrete, constructive 
work. 


Wanted: a shovel in Germany 


“Though I am not a technician or an 
engineer ... if there’s an extra shovel in 
Germany I hope I’ll be allowed to use it 
to advantage.” 

The techhnical reason for forbidding 
Garry Davis to enter Germany 18 the 
matter of visas. His request was originally 
refused on the grounds that he did not have 
a return visa from the French Ministry of 
the Interior. 

He then went to the Paris office of the 
Three Power Control Commission hoping to 
remain there until a decision was reached, 
as that office is not under French authority 
and its premises are technically not French 
soil. At closing time, however, as_ he 
refused to leave voluntaryily, he was told 


GERMANY 


rebuild country 
bombed 


ARRY DAVIS, World Citizen No. 1, is hitch-hiking to Germany 
despite the fact that the Allied Control Commission have refused 


the police would have to be called to re- 
move him. This was done. 


In a statement issued after his removal 
from the office he says: 


“It seems to me that the only res- 
ponsible authorities are the people them- 
selves, if human rights are to have any 
meaning. Therefore, I shall now ask the 
German people themselves’ for permission 
to enter their country. I shall start for 
the German border by foot to await there 
the decision of the German people. 


“The General Assembly of the United 
Nations proclaimed on Dec. 10, 1948, the 
“Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
as a common standard of achievement for 
al] peoples and alJ nations, to the end that 
every individual and every organ of 
society ... shall strive by teaching and 
education to promote respect for those 
rights and freedoms and by progressive 
measures ... to secure their universal and 
effective recognitioon and observance. . . 


“YT must consider this the moment for me 
“to promote respect for those rights and 
freedoms,’ Article 1 endowing all human 
beeings ‘with reason and conscience,’ and 
affirming that we ‘should act toward one 
another in a spirit of brotherhood’ is the 
first principle upon which I base my deci- 
sion and action. 

“The power of a non-violent man, deter- 
mined and courageous, is greater than the 
combined destructive might of all the 
armies of the world.” 


What do the Allies mean to do? 


A correspondent writes: 


The authorities have a valid technical 
reason for forbidding Garry Davis to enter 
Germany. Nevertheless it is obviously a 
reason which can easily be waived. 


In view of the professed intentions of the 
victorious Allies to ‘‘de-militarise” Ger- 
many and “ re-educate” the Germans in 
democracy and peace, it is going to be diffi- 
cult for them to produce a convincing 
reason for depriving Germans of a well- 
known pacifist propagandist. 


Is he not just the very kind of man who 
can be counted upon to further that educa- 
tive purpose, and to combat by his active 
example that militaristic spirit which we 
have fought two world wars to eliminate ? 


Or can it be that, in view of the “ Rus- 
sian Menace,” the Western Governments 
have changed their minds regarding Ger- 
many's moral and spiritual requirements ? 


Strong suspicions have been expressed 
throughout the world that Western Union 
leaders are playing with the idea of re- 
arming Germany and their official denials 
have been curiously half-hearted. 


It would go far to affirm the sincerity of 
the Western Powers if they now remove 
their purely technical barriers and allow 
Garry Davis to proceed to Germany on his 
mission of peace and goodwill. 


Death of two Pacifist Leaders 


activities will 


H. Runham Brown 


H. RUNHAM BROWN 


Chairman of the War 
Resisters’ International 


GEO. M. LI. DAVIES 


Former Chairman of the 
Peace Pledge Union 
An appreciation of these two 
well-known peacemakers with 


some account of their lives and 


week, 


appear next 


M. LIL. 


Geo. 


_ Atrican Natives’ 
plight 


EV. MICHAEL SCOTT, spokes- 

man at UN for the natives of 
SW Africa, arrived in England by air 
from New York after midnight on 
Thursday, Dec. 16, and by Saturday 
morning he was on his way to India 
for the second session of the World 
Pacifist Meeting. 


| He, nevertheless, found time to hold a 
; Press Conference at the Friends Inter- 
national Centre when the large attendance 
of reporters was an indication of the in- 
terest which he has aroused. 


Michael Scott began by deprecating the 
personal angle which had become prominent 
in the newspapers, as though to say that 
he mattered little and that it was the whole 
probes in South Africa which was impor- 
ant. 


| Why he went to UN 


He had gone to the United Nations be- 
cause the SW African chiefs had been ral 
fused permission to leave Africa to come 


either to Britain or the UN and state their 
case. 


In answer to a_ subsequent i 
Michael Scott insisted that he hed tbeee 
asked to represent the views of the para- 
mount chiefs and that the suggestion 
that he had no such official backing was 
untrue, 


The importance of Dr. Malan’s defian 
of the wishes of UN and his refusal to 
bring the mandated territory under trustee- 
ship was that it had now become a question 
involving the land rights and the human 
rights of the African peoples- 


Natives losing their land 


The reduction of their ownership to 13 
per cent. of the land meant that the native 
reserves were overcrowded and that more 
and more natives were being forced into the 
service of the Whites. 


There had been a rapid acceleration of 
the problems in the towns where thousands 
of natives lived in shanty dwellings. Al- 
ready the Whites, who represented one- 
tenth of the population owned 58 per cent. 
of the land and if SW Africa was placed 
under the Union there would be no appeal 
against further appropriation. 


There was no truth in the asertion that 
the incorporation of the three territories 
of Basutoland, Swaziland and Bechuana- 
land had been approved by an over- 
whelming majority of the native popula- 
lation. The referendum had been con- 
ducted in terms which had really deceived 
the voters into believing that they would 
remain under the British King. 


There was 4 real danger of a debacle and 
need for all to heed the warning and find 
some other answer to, the problem than a 
repetition of the blood river. 


Re-entering S. Africa 


In answer to questions Michael Sco i 
that he did not anticipate being ae 
permission to re-enter South Africa, of 
which he was a legal citizen. He intended 
to stay in India until the end of the Paci- 
fist Meeting and then return to England to 
help the International Committee for 
Human Rights to prepare a memorandum 
for the International Court at the Hague 
| when the whole question of the authority 
of the Trusteeship Council in the matter 
was raised there. 


He advocated the widest possible measure 
of social interchange between the white and 
coloured peoples in South Africa. He 
thought that many others there sensed the 
danger and shared his views. Many 
people were leaving South Africa—more, 
he had been told, than in the great trek. 


_He did not think there was a fundamental 
difference in policy on the question of the 
segregation between the present and pre- 
vious government (judging by the support 
Smuts had given to Hertzog’s proposals 
previously), though their methods might 
differ. The present rovernment had been 
returned to power mainly on the issue of 
segregation though they did not have a 
majority of the voters in their favour and, 
of course, the native people had no adequate 
franchise. “ 


EINSTEIN APPEALS FOR COs 


PFOF. EINSTEIN is among the signa- 
_ tories of a petition to Truman for a 
Xmas pardon for those war-time American 
COs who are still deprived of civic rights. 


The petition urges that men who “ en- 
deavoured literally to follow the teachings 
of the Sermon on the Mount should not be 
permanently relegated to second-class 
citizenship.” 
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POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Gt. Britain Abroad. 


Three monthe 4e. 4d. Ba. 10d. 
Bix mentha «8a. 8d. Ta. Td. 
Twelve months ,........ l@a. 6d. 149. 4d. 


Same to you 


HIS column will be blank this 


week, as we do not propose to 
waste time and energy on producing 
600 words of wisdom when there is 
so little likelihood of their being read. 


For throughout this weekend all good 
men and true (and from goodness and truth 
we do not entirely exclude women) will 
have other things to do. 


Preparations for Christmas can never, in 
the nature of things, be complete. Even 
in the lower income-groups there is 
generally another sixpence left, and there 
is always something to be done about the 
house, even if it is only to replace the Christ- 
mas cards which blow off the mantelpiece 
every time the door opens. 


And I think a little more holly would look 


well here— 


Thank you. Seasonable machine, 


linotype- 


the 


Mum, in any case, will not have time 
before Monday to sit and read newspapers, 
and Dad should not be allowed to. And on 
Christmas and Boxing Day all members of 
families in their right minds will devote 
all the waking hours to being matey. 


As for those without families to be with, 
their case is so serious that tHe loss of a 
leading article will be but a drop in the 
ocean of their misfortune, and we doubt if, 
even at the top of our form, we could find 
words to compensate them. 


We say waking hours, because there 
comes a period in the course of the proper 
celebration of this Festiva} when, for those 
who have passed their first youth, a few 
moments of gentle oblivion are salutary. 


We refer to that moment when dinner 
has reached the first port of call in the 
alimentary canal, and the gastrie juices, 
facing up to their hardest job of the year, 
need all the co-operation they can get. 


And there’s another space here. We 
regret we are out of mistletoe, but we can 
do you a choice line in candle-sticks. Look— 


i 


eee neat, we think. Sort of refined, 
ike. 


We are aware that the subject of Yule- 
tide mastication is controversial. Many 
people deplore what they call “making 
Christmas an excuse for over-eating.” 


In our opinion it is a very good excuse. 
Just as there are occasion for ceremonial 
and symbolic fasts, so there are times for 
ritual blow-outsy and we have sufficient 
faith to aver that, if the ceremony is per- 
formed with a truly pious sense of the 
symbolism of the feast, no harm will come 
of it, or no more than a sharp walk before 
tea will eradicate. 


And at the risk of being charged with 
religious orthodoxy, we would say that the 
Christian stomach can take it. More holly, 


please— 


Nicely. To proceed: Some vegetarians 
seem to think their dietetic principles 
exempt them from this pious duty. As one 
who has a predilection for vegetable matter, 
we deny this. 


The very fact that vegetarians have sub- 
stituted nutmeat for bird should enable 
them to put away an annual double helping 
with a clearer conscience and greater zest 
than ever a carnivore can enjoy: 


For whereas it is the dearest wish of 
every bird to remain above ground, it is the 
very goal and ambition of every nut to be 
well and truly buried. 


Fall to then, friends, and justify your 
pacifist principles in humanitarian activity. 


And talking of blow-outs, see if you can 
blow out these candles— 


Mi Na 
2is Zs 

You cannot? We thought not. And the 
lesson we learn from that, my children, is 


that so shines, inextinguishably, a good 
deed in a naughty world. 


ESSE 


Christmas 
By OWLGLASS 


goodwill without allowing any imported 
badwill to appear on the home market, even 
from the next street. 


WAS flattered when the Editor 

asked me to write the Commen- 
tary this week. I thought it meant 
promotion from Odd _ Jobs’ to 
Editorial, and I had a fleeting vision 
of a re-adjustment of purchasing 
power to cost of living. 


But he rather spoilt it by adding, “It 
wont matter much this week as there’s 
only room for a short one and in any case 
nobody will read it.” 


Passing over the somewhat personal im- 
plications of this remark, I am inclined to 
doubt the correctness of the assertion that 
people wont read newspapers this weekend. 


Newspaper-reading is one of those habits 
which civilised people get, like smoking, 
gum-chewing, nail-biting, daily baths, and 
so on. This particular habit is in effect 
a cheap form of drug-taking adopted in- 
stinctively by restless people who don’t 
want to think. Like all medicines, of course, 
it only makes the patient worse; but the 
point is, such habits are too deeply-rooted 
to be interrupted by the Calendar. 


Forget it 


NEVERTHELESS, I do think an effort 
*™ should be made, just for this weekend, 
to lay off world affairs and concentrate on 
personal and domestic matters. 


The world has got so far up the pole 
that you cannot, by a single day’s attention, 
lower its dizzy altitude by any appreciable 
degree, for the pole itself has been extended 
into the stratosphere, and the cry poes up 
from every race and clime—‘ Excelsior! ” 


I am aware, of course, that to keep the 
world out, while at the same time fulfilling 
one’s Christian duty of extending goodwill 
towards all peoples, may appear a difficult 
trick. 

But, as the ‘ 
Lease-Lend has proved, it is quite possible 
for a limited perjod to export without im- 
porting, it should therefore be a simple 
matter to saturate the foreign markets with 


economic experiment of 


NE of the things that I learnt 

from Mahatma Gandhi when I 
was in India, twenty years ago, was 
to treat policemen nicely. 


There was a story about a police inspector 
who got into trouble with his superinten- 
dent because he always went to Gandhi and 
asked him things instead of trying to find 
out for himself by watching from behind a 
tree, disruised 4s a monkey, or something. 


The superintendent was very angry with 
this simple man. “Don’t you know” he 
said “that everyone who comes into close 
contact with that man goes over to his 
side?” 

So when I found, on my_ return to 
England, that I myself was still being fol- 
lowed about by the CID, I decided to act as 
nearly as possible on Bapuji’s principles. 

It was an old friend of mine who first 
pointed out that I was being followed—John 
Fletcher, a well-known and_ respected 
Quaker, who had been in prison as a con- 
scientious objector and is today Treasurer 
of the War Resisters’ International. We 
were standing by an upper window a 
sud- 


Friends House, London, when John 


denly said: 
“Hallo, there’s Scotland Yard.” 
“ Where?” I asked. 
“There, in the road—those two men.” 
“ How do you know?” 
“Oh” said John, “I can smell them.” 


He laughed as he watched two men in 
bowler hats walking sedately down the road. 


“Watch” he said, “ when they reach tha 
lamp post they’ll turn and come_ back.” 
They can’t be after me Friend. I think 
they must be after thee.” 


Sure enough the two men turned and 
walked up and down. I did not see them 
again that night—I had not yet learnt the 
art. But the next day I watched every- 
body on the platform when I took the train 
back to London. Suddenly I stepped back, 
as though I had changed my mind, just as 
I was about to board my train. Two men 
whom I had already susnected immediately 
changed their minds, too. However, I had 
to be quite sure, so I played some more 
tricks when we reached London. If I hung 
about and read a newspaper, one of these 
men would be hovering about somewhere 
behind, the other one lighting his pipe about 
50 yards ahead of me. 


When I was quite sure, I walked up to one 
of these men and looked at him. He tried to 
pretend he didn’t notice, but before long he 
was obliged to turn and face my grin. 

“You are rather obvious, aren’t you,” I 
said. The poor man was genuinely dis- 
tressed. He murmured something about his 
duty. : 

“That’s all right,” I said,.“ Now just 
take out your note book.” 

The next minute he was taking down a 
full list of the places I intended to visit and 
how long I intended to stay there.. I left 


him a little bewildered, with the remark 
that he would have plenty of time to get 
himself a cup of coffee while I visited 
Friends House again. 

At first I had to find my plain-clothes 
men each day. 


The easiest way, I dis- 


Therefore on this one day it behoves all 
good people to ignore the querulous world 
outside and derive strength and fortitude 
by the contemplation of domestic unity and, 
in all but a purely oral sense, harmony: 


Let’s be basic units 


IN all well-regulated families domestic 
affairs always are more pleasant than 


Commentary 


Facts and Figures from the USA 


£70,000 has been approved for military 


building in Alaska and at Okinawa, 
Pacific base, by the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 


12,000,000 housing units are needed for 
U.S. families whose incomes are less than 
£1,250 per year, reliable sources estimate. 
This income group represents 70 per cent. 
of the population. What is happening in 
Philadelphia is typical of what is being 
done: only 28 per cent. of the families 
in that area can afford to pay £2,850 for 
a house, but 84 per cent. of the houses 
being built cost far more than that. 


£1,425,000 of the U.S. taxpayer’s money 
was spent by the U-S. military last year 
to persuade the taxpayers to pay more 
taxes for military purposes. For the vast 


two M.P.s at the House of Commons. After 
I had been with them about a couple of 
hours I apologised for leaving the M.P.s for 
a few minutes—I had told my Scotland Yard 
friends that I should be two hours there, 
and as it was clear that the interview, would 
last for some time longer I was anxious to 
re-assure the detectives that I had not 
broken my word and given them the slip. 
This story was written up by one of the 
M.P.s in a paper; as a result of this article, 


presumably, they, stopped shadowing me, | 


and I was quite disappointed. 


I could tell many stories of my subse- 
quent meetings with these detectives, but 
one especially will interest Indian listeners. 
In 1931, on the night before Gandhi arrived 
at Folkestone, on his way to the Round 
Table Conference, I called at Scotland Yard. 
I had just come from a Conimittee which 
had given me a task that seemed impossible. 
I was to meet Gandhi the next morning, if 
possible before anyone else saw him. 
knew that the quay at Folkestone was to be 
heavily guarded and nobody admitted 
without a pass. My one hope lay with my 
friends at Scotland Yard. 

It was after midnight when I left the 
Yard. I rang a London hotel and woke 
John Haynes Holmes from his _ sleep. 
Holmes was then editor of the Chicago 
paper, “ Unity,” and was in London with 
the intention of meeting Gandhi. 

“ Would you like to meet him at Folke- 
stone tomorrow,’ I asked on the ’phone. 


“ Why, sure,” said Holmes, “ But can you 
fix it?” 

“Everything’s fixed for me and one 
friend,” I told him. 

At Folkestone the next morning it was 


On that day, I say, the world should be 
symbolically and ceremonially shut 
And the family should prove its indepe 
dence and its affinity by providing its 


| 

| 

| A cross 
| Yr 


entertainment. If it can’t, it’s a prewy ih the Wi 
dumb lot, The real test of family 0 y1.l¢ Hiro 
sufficiency would be to shut off the ii a In Mor 
all day (except, of course, for the - _ NOV, 27, 
5 £00 
epreel), but I suppose that’s t [peRNc 
A dJapane 
And shut the windows ae We 
eS 
T is, however, an essential part of th Mount at 
ritual to keep all windows tightly S¥* : 0 
/ 
i] 
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Incense plays an important part 1. 
ligious observances, and one cannot mall 
tain the necessary degree of devotl fi 
absorption, nor develop the odour. 


As the years pas 1 
and I became rich and succesful (um). 


was ruined by the Labour Government), 


“fition The order 
1 
or 


*f The Lord 


was enriched and reinforced by the ad James Mural 
$ Mura 


domestic sanctity to full strength, ¥ the Aa ary 
the atmosphere is made heavy with of of ah 
undiluted and compounded perfumes Which becam 
familiar festivity. qmudelling t 
It would not be fair to the olfactoW | gorch in Hi 
nerves to exclude them from that partici T ot 
tion which all the other senses enjoy» —,. Ch he dedica 
the phug is as necessary a Christ Hf rch, was 
symbo} as the pudding. "i hay tt’ unde 
My closest association with Christmas 4 | for wa. fine 
ed ar purr 
the smell of oranges. I] 
publicity campaign to turn public opinion | of cigar smoke, and the combination iw h 
in favour of a strengthened military | duced an atmospheric brew of intoxical” | Reyreh and 
regime the Armed Forces employed 810 | richness. | thin Kiyosh 
full-time and 431 part-time military men we . an potb | Hen’ Methc 
for publicity purposes only and another | 10 this day I cannot smell either oF met | m Y's boo 
557 full-time men and 197 part-time men Of those ingredients without being MN sad | There j 
who were not a part of the army. | tarily translated into youthful ecstasy? ise = Sa 
it is precisely this precious brand of inc"), be t the ¢ 
: = a with which my astral nose hopes +0 ale ether were 
world Brae Bu ape em that ee is greeted as it Basses ehraugh the Vea “s the f 
e symbolism of it. ristmas is the one of Paradise. pring flowers my foot | “The wo 
day set aside for asserting one’s belief in Paria ut} } ®ma 
the sanctity of the home and the family as _ 5?0otv hygienists may protest ane : and ence : 
the basic unit of a civilised community, and ‘°¢@ I have fulfilled my allotted span. pest | Tthe Christ 
in this totalitarian age that principle needs In the words of Tiny Tim “all the Ward it wa 
affirming with more emphasis than ever. and here’s mud in your eye!” } “w : 
ae - : ~ a child e belic 
earth fe ou) 
ro 
ADVENTURES WITH DETECTIVES iva whi 
es | a) Oward 
By Reginald Reynolds ay, ae pled ya enae Mace tock 3 “nh nat 
and my at tl . ; His Fy rec 
This is abridged. from a broadcast made through the police cordons and intron 2 Pd courage 
over All-India Radio this month by Regi- us to the Inspector in charge, who ante it Nevatiy 
nald Reynolds, one of the British dele- long list of names—all people who W { atthods of 
gates to the World Pacifist Meeting and to see Gandhi. ; the ee defend 
a Council Member of the War Resisters When the detective re-appeared atv. at £overnr 
International. top of the gangwavy he called my name m bombs 
0 & » aie q tt | Wea 
; ete Yes, I’m proud of it—but it is really ¢ pet | ha Dons; pr 
covered, was to jump onto a running ’bus— bute to Gandhi himself, who put old Pos] ,Mds of a 
then two men would come at full speed after gona} ties before all the claims of ve whe and sc 
the bus; and as they hurled themselves Government officials, press representa a 9 Will gu 
onto it I would greet them with Scotland and Big-wigs. He saw Holmes next th Positive 
Yard, sheet la ; They ghanted ro at we returned to town overjoyed. + Sef on ng wit 
aboue fad aaen BE LKaeeA the Special One of those detectives was a certain & af stp, Pesourc 
Binack! which deals with political un- #¢ant Evans, long since retired. 1 Mae Sover le f 
desirables—for such I was evidently con- Gandhi’s office in London during the ours | of aclentic 
sidered, owing to my _ association with ference and somebody pointed our a vreant of vioee® 
Gandhi. After a few days, however, I had girl who was typing. That oy Serrshe Vises g once 
no need to hunt for my friends—even those bah et ea aa ae an The on | 
who were new to the job came up _ spon- : : to M the . 
taneously and introduced themselves, for the Evans was, in fact one of the ie of | tivens cF0 
word had gone roumd that I was friendly whom Scotland Yard assigned the J? to Ponents an 
and wished to be helpful. vy eusmile i Garrat gto in this ee ed ty oS 
: : P spy on him! Gandhi became much a ‘| Yen © Urs 
Ondtrtorntngl freouldn'd ee Ermdstaetivenl to this man and to one of his colleasyted p Attring ¢ 
and 1 wondered what had happened. But 224 one of his final requests to Sir oar gy Poor ; 
when I reached London I found themhaving Hoare, was that these two men sho" oy hey No1 
coffee with the Warden of an_ Indian with him to Italy, for the sake of thell hi wy Of 
Students’ Hostel—I had told them it was to PAtYs, pees ee Sanita ae te mula mi 
be my first port of call, so they had not ie Mt ey {3 tate 
Bethea to ee London, but paited pulaide poerrersona} relations Gandhi never } the jy 
the hostel. The Warden, who had heard the z ; wo Blot 
story of my “ body-guard,” had seen them His request was granted, and_ the son Motion” 
in the street and (guessing who they were) detectives went with him across Euro ir the Foy, 
had invited them inside to wait. lei dala en They an’ 30" | Putting 
: : ‘ children must surely still possess 6 
Another time I had an appointment with {loi \ hich Bapujy avd thot of ea? } the 


ede We t 
received a watch as a token of his iri we eae Hon, 
ship. But that is their story, and mY 


is finished. y 
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MPHE December issue of WRL News of From P 
organ of the War Resisters’ Lea Th 
New York has this to say about PN: Pion 

“Peace News, the English P® qh ¢ re Bar’, 
newspaper of the PPU, now has 4 wwe! giice no 
wide readership and strives to Cold | jq/ttrday, 
pacifist news from all parts of the pee a ten in 
We recommend it highly to WRL Pai 7 Q,Proval 
who can get weekly news reports audit Ticen, fi. 
war work throughout the world, in@ ont, Nde, ang 
reports of work on the Americal, © gf? bethe 
Peace News’ trenchant commentar™ oy? 2 dele’ 
editorials supplement its fine si, Di 
coverage. i008 States ©? 

“A three month’s trial subscr!P™ opl® « T 
this weekly is available for 5. Rost Lon gQtoh 
Write to: Peace News, 3 Blackstoc* % San, 
London, N.4, England.” ne: $6 ise fy 
All of us who are working at Blac Ns W “ome, 

Road are deeply grateful to the suP' selle | fitterloo 
receive all over the world; from street Todt Gp Fer, 
in provincial towns; from the “We ith {hi the, tt, 
night folk” who voluntarily heiP Ae tpt Dae; 
mailing; from donors to the Funda. hl 
It augurs well for 1950. I Pep °Mbe 
. THE epiToe Mer tteh 
- 0, 
Contribution since Dec. 9: £23 185 pProm, | 
Total for 1949: £544 5s. id. ag hag 
Please make cheques, etc., pee 10 tM fri 
Peace News Ltd., and address ulacks Mee 2! , 
Accountant, Peace News, 3 Prig has 
Road, N.4. ay 
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HIROSHIMA CROSS DEDICATED 


Japanese gift to pacifist 


church 


in USA 


BS a Cross made from the charred wood of a camphor tree which stood 
als Hiroshima Methodist churchyard was dedicated at a special service 


Noy, 

URING the war, when the 
Af Japanese residents in Los 
Seles were evacuated from their 


it and placed in camps, the 
Unt Hollywood Church took care 


te € property of the local Japanese 
he and did what it enould to heln the 


m 
Lngibers when they were able to return to 
Angeles, 


yawith characteristic gratitude the 
ift ar internees responded by making a 
Whi Money to Mt. Hollywood Church 
en the nucleus of a fund for 
church @& the chancel. A member of the 
ho n Hiroshima brought the wood for 
* cross by hand to Mt. Hollywood Church. 


Chae dedication service in Mt. Hollywood 
Unt Was led by the minister, Rev. Allen 
ae the Under whose leadership the church 

for w 3 fine record of not having been used 

yy, “2° purposes in either World War I or 
ne Order of service included the recital 
© Lord's Prayer in Japanese by Rev. 

a Murakami of Hollywood Independent 

Rey @.and the reading of a message from 

Shima yoshi Tanimoto, minister of Hiro- 
te “iethodist Church and hero of John 

“*ys book “ Hiroshima.” 
fre is a right direction 
resent conclusion of the service all 

Rether Were invited to stand and read to- 
ot the following commitment: 

armute world is crying out for peace, Our 

and qaents race points only to annihilation 


~the ‘Spair, But there is a right direction 
Wand Christian alternative to war—and to- 
“ 4 We can turn. 


"nM, our country and the people of this 
ae the atomic and biological war 
turn i which we have been moving, if we 
able goWAtd the alternative way now avail- 

«nt Nations as well as men. 
and his reconciling way requires initiative 

« Courage. 

Methacetively, it means leaving behind all 
n def. of mass destruction that no longer 
Our ~ li As a first step, we urge that 
atom ernment without delay stop making 
ombs and preparing deadly germs as 
i: putting our installations into the 
“a a neutral commission of states- 
wit Scientists of the smaller nations 
! guarantee that this has been done. 


‘ 
thay Ssitively, this new way means the 
oUF ree with people where hunger stalks, of 
Strape ources and our skills in place of the 
‘Verejs for power. Above our little 
of lee fNties it calls us to the building up 
of vighecles through which the law instead 
lixeg ace may prevail. The cross symbo- 
The wUcn loyalty to all inclusive good will. 
% ae. energy that voured through Jesus 
ti oo setting life free from vindic- 
nents and fear, can pour through our op- 
«2 AS Well as us. 


Yenty ys UtRe those in power to join us in 

Mg on this assumption.” 

ONT NOTE 
he,” OTE: Our correapontent. a mem- 
“ a Mt. Hollywood Church, writes: 
mule will notice that we used the for- 


ents’ putting our installations into 


th 
e of 


Btote,ends of a neutral commission 


Men and scie 7 > 
Mhieng 9 scientista of the 


Ne Se 
Dugygormita we had been suggesting, of 
of The ombs and plants into the hands 


we ON, since that might imply that 
thought the UN should keen them.” 


Ten Years Ago 


r 
°m Peace News, December 1939 


Che a, 
tition monk of the Women's Peace Cam- 
© way focussing women's opposition to 
ae their demand for a negotiated 
mtrday ~, took a big step forward on 
nome, {2 when, at a mass meeting of 
Prog) the Central Hall, Westminster, 
pcen, ,,, “as given to messages to the 
"de ang cen Wilhelmina of the Nether- 

& to President Roosevelt. 


en : 

6 doling tage to President Roosevelt will 
Sb the Sead nersonolly by Miss Vera Brit- 
Ateg  WOvelist, when she visits the United 

h ext month, 

Longotek BD ; : 

‘don . Women’s silent march through 
Y, Rad 
bolitieas 
fittterlon grarched 


29 


to the xteeting from 
ion. They proceeded-in single 
,- reet apart, carrying posters, 
ath! Passed ope great deal of attention as 
he Fhrough crowded Westminster 
Pa "Mbej-e}, . 
Ope, teh; edd of the Civil Service Pacifist 
409," “"Yeases daily and has reached 

by rom 
thas: Yanna 
Wiosey, 49 


We Ty 1, a meeting room at Cafe 
Pee ~* 


* Theobald’s Road, London, 
hee the disposal of members, 
dag’ at ka. fellowship and committee 

e Ringer time each day, and on 


atem oi jiioned in Peace News in our | 


Q ; smaller | 
We feli this was better than | 


37 Mount Hollywood Congregational Church, Los Angeles, USA, on 


A LITANY FOR FORGIVENESS 
AND WORLD PEACE 


From the “ Order of Service” used 
at the Hiroshima Cross Dedication 
Service. 


Minister: In Thy Healing Presence, Father 
of this Universe, and of us all, we Thy 
children face our plight and our respon- 
sibility. Within our hands we now hold 
power that can shatter and unloose the 
very binding force that Thou hast 
hidden in the heart of things. 


Congregation: Before it be too late, awaken 
and enlighten us. 


Minister: For the failure of our Leaders to 
renounce the Atom bomb as too terrible 
to use; 

For our reliance upon weapons of death 
rather than upon the Power of Thy Love 
and Truth; 

For the suspicion, enmity and craven fear 
which is in our hearts, 


Congregation: We pray for Thy forgiveness, 


Minister: From blindness to the issues of 
good and evil in our day; 

From silence when we aught to speak; 
From acquiescence when we could stand 
as in Thy strength, 

Congregation: Through such temptations 
lead us Lord. 

Minister: Lest we serve Death not Life 
Lest we defy ‘hee, whose nature we are 
here to share; 

Lest we destroy Thy image in men who 
walk with us upon this earth; 


Congregation: Deliver us, O Lord. 


Minister: For gratitude for those who came 

before and for service to those who will 
come after, 
For grace to follow our Master in 
humility and with his will for good 
toward all, in spite of the darkness of 
the present hour, 

Congregation: We beseech Thee, O God. 

Minister: Fearless and unconquerable 
Gentleness, touch, calm and embolden us, 
and all men. ‘Take from our frightened 
hands the bomb and bayonet. Arm us 
in spirit instead. Arm all us fellow 
sinners with compassionate faith in one 
another, through the courage of our faith 
in Thee, that where we come in every 
land, life enter and not death. 


Minister: Lord make us an instrument of 
Thy peace. Where there is hatred 
Congregation: Let us sow love. 
Minister: Where there is injury, 
Congregation: Let us sow pardon, 
Minister: Where there is doubt, 
Congregation: Let us sow faith, 
Minister: Where there is guilt 
Congregation: Let Christ’s forgiveness, 
good cheer, and peace now grow: 


————————— nie 


PACIFISTS IN MADISON SQUARE 


J EAFLETS headed “ Total Armistice or 
4 Total Destruction ” were distributed by 
New York pacifists on Armistice Day at the 
traditional ceremony at the Eternal Light 
in Madison Square. : 
—WRI News Service 


Pacifists on 


N an interview with the German poet 
Fritz von Unruh in 1925, the then 
Prime Minister of France, M. Painleve, said 
to his visitor: 
“Tama statesman, you are a poet. 
You probably think that I am a very in- 


fluential person. But you are 
wrong: you are far more in- 
fluential. As a politician I depend in 


every thing I do on public opinion in my 
country. I cannot do as I like. I cannot 
forge ahead, unless public opinion allows 
me to. But you are a poet, you are right 
at the source. You are able to influence 
public opinion, so that it gradually changes. 
And so you can help to construct the basis 
on which one day we shall be able to build 
much higher than is possible at present. 


I was reminded of these words on my way 
to Bombay on the Indian steamer Jal Azad 
to attend the World Pacifist meeting. We 
were 14 delegates from 12 different 
countries. None of us holds an influential 
position at home; none of us represents a 
powerful organisation. We are individuals, 
no more. And yet it appears that to be an 
individual is a great deal. 


The passengers wanted to know 


We hardly knew each other. None of us 
had thought of making any sort of propa- 
ganda on board ship. But things turned out 
differently. The other passengers soon 
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THE ESSENTIAL PATH TO PEACE: 
‘THE MIDDLE OF THE ROAD’ 


Stafford Cripps letter sequel to 
Bristol Peace Meeting 


‘I 


WILL begin by getting general agreement in the meeting, ae I 
hope to pursue my path down the middle of the road,” said Dr. Alex 


Wood, Chairman of Peace News Ltd., addressing a well-attended meeting 
at the Grand Hotel, Bristol, organised by the Bristol Peace Committee. 


That, he thought, was the essential 
course if we were to coutribute to 


| peace in our time. 


A peaceful solution was in fact the only 
solution between Russia and the West. He 
differed from friends on the Right by 
criticising the location of 74 American 
bomber’s in this country, and from friends 
on the Left by advising them to be less 
satisfied with themselves and to exercise 
their critical faculties. 


“T don’t think we can begin to under- 
stand the Russian attitude,” he said, “unless 
we understand the sense of insecurity which 
underlies, in my view, a great deal of the 
conduct we dislike and think unco-opera- 
tive.” 


What we regarded as defence looked 
like a threat at the other end of the 
weapon. ‘“ America looks at Russia as a 
threat with, I think, less justification than 
Russia looks at America,” he added. 


| 
| Urgency of peaceful solution 


Both at the beginning and the end of the 
meeting, in reply to questions, Dr. Wood 
emphasised the terrible urgency of the need 
to secure soon (in view of the constant dan- 
ger of international “accidents” and_in- 
cidents which might precipitate a war) a 
peaceful solution with Russia, which was 
now developing more and more powerful 
atomic weapons, 


It was admitted that our crowded island 
would be used as an air-base by the U.S. 
bombers; and all leading U.S. atomic 
scientists were agreed that such an atomic 
counter-attack on us might be expected as 
would, apart from loss of life, mean econo- 
mic chaos and ruin for this country (al- 
ready in a serious economic plight). 


Nothing that could be done in the way 
of ARP or “civil defence” so-called, 
could possibly prevent this. 


Dr. Wood maintained this position in face 
of questions, but said he could not imagine 
why, in the view of the general scientific 
agreement, the Government and our politi- 
cal and economic leaders did not openly 
admit the extreme urgency of securing a 
peaceful solution even at the price of con- 


AMERICAN WAR RESISTERS 
CONDEMN TRIAL OF COMMUNISTS 


“BRECAUSE of our consistent opposition 
to the Smith Act, we believe that the 
recent trial and conviction of the 11 Com- 
munist leaders under the Act was a regret- 
table event in our nation’s history,” says a 
statement adopted by the National Execu- 
tive Committee of the American War 
Resisters’ League. ; 

“This trial climaxed an increasing num- 
ber of attacks on the civil libertles of 
Americans which have penetrated with in- 
creasing seriousness into many aspects of 
our private and public affairs. 

“Limiting freedom of expression is not 
an effective way to combat Communism. 
That can be done only by preventing or re- 
moving the conditions of poverty, insecurity, 
discrimination and repression which breed 


‘social unrest and make Communism seem 
{an attractive way out to substantial num- 


bers of people. 
WRL News (USA) 


the Red Sea: 


This article by Heinz Kraschutzki, a 
German member of the War Resisters’ 
International attending the World Paci- 
fist Meeting in India, has been translated 
from the original German in_“ Der 
Friedensbote,” organ of the German 
Branch of the WRI, by Hilda von Klenze. 
It forms a valuable postscript to “ Paci- 
fists on the Red Sea”—an account of the 
talks held on board the S.S. Jal Azad— 
by Reginald Reynolds which appeared in 
Peace News on Nov. 25, 1949. 


fcund out who we were. They came to us 
with questions which we attempted to an- 
swer. It soon became their custom to as- 
semble on deck in the afternoon to fire ques- 
tions at us and to start discussions. 


Frontiers ceased to exist. The people 
who thus came into touch with us belonged 
to different nationalities. Most of them, of 
course, were Indians, but there were also 
some English, Americans, Germans, a 
Swedish lady and a Chinese, 


When our Danish friend gave a_ talk 
about adult education and _ co-perative 
societies in Denmark, he was warmly sup- 
ported by an Indian who had studied these 
institutions and thought very highly of 
them. Experts from India, America, 
Sweden, and Denmark discussed problems 
of agriculture. Women in European 
clothes conversed with women in gorgeous 
Indian saris. 


Classes did not seem to matter. We as- 


siderable concessions to the Russians, in- 
stead of allowing the public to think that 
“defence? measures would secure us 
against irretrievable disaster. 


Letter to Stafford Cripps 


Stephen Hobhouse, who was present at 
the meeting, has since written a letter to 
his cousin, Sir Statford Cripps, enclosing 
a report of it. 

“T hesitate to trouble you in face of your 
tremendous efforts for the economic surviva] 
of the country,” he wrote, “but as the 
matter is of such overriding importance 
and as you represent the people of Bristol 

- | am acceding to the request of the 
organisers of the meeting. .. .” 


He drew particular attention to the 
closing remarks of the report, and added,. 
“Of course | and others who think this 
are Christian pacifists who could not 
possibly take any part in preparing for 
such a war; but clearly now, since the 
terrific advent of the atomic bomb, many 
who would not otherwise be pacifists, 
share this opinion. 


“T understand that the revived Bristol 
Peace Council has about 22 different or- 
ganisations affiliated to it.” 


“May you have some interval to enjoy; 
the Peace of Christmastide.” sil 


MORE DUTCH CO’s WHO 
WILL SFEND XMAS IN 
PRISON 


In addition to the Dutch conscientious 
objectors listed as being in gaol for Christ- 
mas, 1949, in last week’s Peace News, the 
follo mine are under arrest and awaiting 
trial. 


Eduard J. Akkeringa Frank, Amsterdam, 
Zacharias Jansestraat 13 I, 


Hans Bos, Eindhoven, Bosdijk 486. 


Welney J. Disberg, Apeldoorn, Stergardlaan 


Kees Eikelboom, Wormer, Zandweg 67. 
Rokus Hartog, Rotterdam, Dorpsweg 44. 


Henk . Haverkamp, Amsterdam, Dapper- 
straat 53, I. 


Frits Meijer, Hilversum, Jan Blankenlaan 1. 


Boris Soetekouw, Borculo, Kwekerij 
“ Tubantia.” 


ag Stremmelaar, Zwolle, Wilgenstraat 


Kees Stuurman, Koog aan de Zaan, Jan de 
Wittestraat 9. 


Taede Tuinstra, Houtigehage, Ds Vissers- 
weg 42, 


Anne van Wageningen, Hilversum, Midden- 
wep 16, 


Jaap van der Weide, Haarlem, Bakenesser- 
gracht 50 rood. 


Timen de Wilde, Hengelo (0), Twekkeled- 
weg 198. 


Jac Pouw, Woerden, Rietueld 14. 
Frans de Goederen, Rotterdam, Walcherse- 
straat 13a- 


Heike van Dam, Sappemeer, Achtendiep 77. 


Kees Faber, Sint Jacobi Parochie, Oude- 
bildtdyke 756. earnest 


A Postcript 


sembled on the second class deck, but first 
class passengers always found their way 
to us, and one Indian, «who! was travelling 
steerage, came regularly to ask innumerable 
questions, because, he explained, he had to 
speak for all his fellows who did not know 
English well enough to take part in the 
discussions. 


And yet another frontier was set aside. 
The diplomatic representative of a furo- 
pean country on his way to India was con- 
stantly with us and as eager to put his 
questions as any of the others. He was no 
more and no less than we were: just an 
individual. 


The only guarantee of peace 


Of course it is necessary to negotiate and 
sign treaties in order to guarantee peace. 
That is all in a day’s work, as it were, and 
we do not intend to hinder it. But treaties 
are only too easily broken uniess the® have 
their foundation in the will of the peoples. 
Painful experience has taught us that much. 
In the long run we cannot have security 
unless public opinion becomes absolutely 
firm In renouncing the method of war and 
desiring the method of peace. 


This change can only be brought about 
by a frank exchange of thought between in- 
dividuals. We did not seek this opportunity 
on board Aye age af ae it was forced 
upon us, so to speak, and we had ] 
take hold of it. or all 
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For the Under-Twenties 


Notorious 


World 


Falsehood in  War-Time, by Arthur 
Ponsonby (Lord Ponsonby of Shulbrede). 
Allen & Unwin, 1928. 


HIS book opens with the bald 

statement: “ Falsehood is a re- 
cognised and extremely useful 
weapon in warfare, and every 
country uses it quite deliberately 
to deceive its own people, to attract 
neutrals, and to mislead the 


enemy.” 


If this is so, there could be no more 
damning proof of the difference between 
private and public morality and _ the 
calamitous moral effects of war. That 
it is so, this book proceeds to demonstrate 
by abundant illustration from what 
happened in the 1914-1918 war. 


No fewer than twenty different forms 
of lie are tabulated as having been used. 
They range from the deliberate official lie, 
such as: that we had no previous commit- 
ments to France but were completely free 
to enter the war or not as we chose, or 
that Germany’s invasion of Belgium was 
the sole cause of our entry. 


They include many atrocity stories, 
such as that of the nurse with her breasts 
cut off; the Belgian baby without hands; 
the crucified Canadian soldier; and—most 
famous of all—the corpse factory in 
which the Germans were said to “ pro- 
cess ” their own dead in order to extract 
from them materials for munitions. 


There are faked photographs such as 
that said to be of a crowd of Germans 
gloating over a row of corpses which was 
actually a photograph of an incident in 
a Russian pogrom against the Jews in 
1905; or a pre-war photograph of crowds 
outside the royal! palace in Berlin, re- 
presented as a demonstration to celebrate 
the sinking of the Lusitania. 


There is doctoring of official papers, 
especially those dealing with events lead- 
ing up to the war from which all those 
which proved the efforts of the German 
Government to avoid war were omitted. 


* 


ATANY other examples might be given, 
* but the list may be closed by the 
following. 

In the Kélnische Zeitung it was re- 
corded that, when the fall of Antwerp 
was known, the church bells in Germany 
were rung. In Le Matin a quotation 
from this purported to be given in the 
form that the clergy of Antwerp were 
compelled to ring the bells. 


The Times purporting to quote from 
Le Matin, ai those of the clergy who 
refused to do so were driven away. An 
Italian paper said such clergy were sen- 
tenced to hard labour. Finally, Le 
Matin had a new version in which the 
said clergy were hung inside the bells 
with their heads down and used as 
clappers. 


After that, the sedulously propagated 
story of the Russians with snow on their 
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Lies from 


War | 


For the “under twenties,” Dr. A. BK. 
Jameson, Hon, Librarian at Dick Shep- 
pard House, is reviewing a number of 
books which might be termed “ Paci- 
fist Classics.” Next month he will re- 
view ‘Testament of Youth,” by Vera 
Brittain, Chairman of the Peace Pledge 
Union. 


boots seen at various places in this 
country comes as light reljef. As the 
author remarks: ‘“ Man’s habit of lying 
is not nearly so extraordinary as his 
amazing readiness to believe.” 


* 


MpPHE fact is, of course, that in no country 
do the majority of people want war 
and therefore governments have to take 
the most energetic measures to inflame 
popular passion sufficiently to make the 
majority at least tolerant of, at best en- 
thusiastic for, war. And this they can 
do only by representing themselves as 
morally justified because the enemy is an 
undiluted criminal. They dare not admit 
in any particular whatsoever the smallest 
degree of right or reason on the part of 
the enemy for, if the truth were told, 
there would be no reason for and no will 
to war. In short, in war truth becomes 
a crime. 


One would, however, think that the sort 
of lies told in war-time would deceive 
only the most unthinking. Yet even those 
who are, technically at least, highly 
educated become infected by the mass 
hysteria and their reasoning powers sink 
into abeyance. Indeed many of the intel- 
lectuals are the most active agents in 
propagating falsehood. Finally a state 
of mind is reached in which any attempt 
to question even the most fantastic story 
is condemned as traitorous. 


It may even be asserted that the in- 
jection of hate into men’s minds by means 
of falsehood is a greater evil in war- 
time than the actual loss of life; for ‘the 
defilement of the human soul is worse 
than the destruction of the human body.” 
And its effects are more lasting, for the 
hatred engendered on both sides persists 
long after the fightiing is over and 
poisons international relationships. 


The author hoped that his exposure 


might act as a warning to the common | 


people to be more on their guard when 
the war cloud appeared again and less 
disposed to accept as truth the pro- 
nouncements issued for their consump- 


tion. Alas for fond hones! The mass of 
mankind seems to be _ irremediably 
gullible. 
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CITY HALL 


N building a House for Hiroshima, 

a house to. live in, we anticipated 
a number of problems. These would 
be both physical and psychological. 
The physical problems we felt capable 
of solving, given time, money, and 
some Oriental patience, but the psy- 
chological problems frightened us. 


Every professional social worker with 
whom we talked, and some whose opinions 
we did not seek, told us that the thing 
simply could not be done. In Japan you 
cannot give one house to a needy family 
when 4,000 other families need homes. “ It 
will cause more jealousy and ill will than it 
will do good,” they said. I fact, they in- 
formed, us, the “ lucky ” recipient of such a 
gift home, no matter what the motives and 
desires of the “ misguided idealists” who 
gave it (us), wou'd simply find it impossible 
to live in the house because of the hatred 
and suspicion it would generate in the 
neighbours. 


Housing problem 


“ Also,” they said from their superior 
knowledge of the Japanese mind (of which 
we admitted great ignorance), “no really 
needy family could afford to live in a house 
we would build for them even if we gave it 
to them entirely without cost and with no 
obligations, because the upkeep and the 
taxes would be more than they could pay.” 


Well that worried us. We did not want 
to build sub-standard houses (although very 
good Japanese homes, especially the kitchen 
and the bath, are “sub-standard” by our 
ideas) in order that the people could afford 
to live in them, and we did not want to give 
a family a home which, like a troublesome 
debt, would be a constant burden upon its 
backs. However, we decided to work these 
problems out in connection with the city’s 
welfare department when the time came. 


When we went to the conference at the 
City Hall we discovered that all these pro- 
blems were “on the table” along with 
several others that some of our well-wishing 
friends in Tokyo had made for us. We 
found that Mayor Hamai and Governor 
Kusunose had it all solved for us by the sug- 
gestion that we forget the home for a 


LETTERS TO 


is revolution war 2? 


HILST congratulating you on 

the great improvement in 
Peace News I should like to take the 
opportunity to comment on _ the 
Campaign Column of Dec. 9. I have 
often enjoyed this column, so J am all 
the more disappointed when I find it 
below the usual standard. 


In the first place we have a quotation 
from Galatians. 1 can’t quite see why be- 
cause | doubt if the author (of the column) 
takes Galatians any more seriously than 
1 do. However apart from that point it 
would seem to me impossible to believe this 
particular quotation unless you believe in 
either heaven and hell or some other primi- 
tive concept such as re-incarnation. As far 
as this world is concerned it seems to me 
to be quite untrue. The guilty are clearly 
not always punished and the innocent fre- 
quently are. If a three months old baby is 
killed by a bomb is it reaping what it has 
sown? I don’t think the author really be- 
Heves that, so why does she say so ? 


Secondly we are told that revolution is 
another name for war. ‘This is not true. 
There is a very definite difference between 
the two, and only people blinded by a be- 
lief in the absolute virtue of non-violence 
could fail to see that. 


Was the Spanish Civil 
thing as the Hitler war? 
in China the same thing? Was the Russian 
Revoultion the same thing as the first 
World War? Would Sybil Morrison put 
the Czar back in Russia and Chiang Kai- 
shek back in China? No? Then why de- 
nounce the people who got rid of them? 


No doubt it would have been much 
pleasanter all round if somebody had just 
said to the Czar “ Please go away and let 
us make a _ non-violent revolution,” but 
would it have been effective? 


1 expect I shall now be told that the re- 
volution wasn’t effective, or at anv rate 
not in the way it was intended to be. Well, 
if this is so, why does the most violent op- 
position to the USSR come from American 
capitalists? They certainly seem to think 
that the Russian Revolution did and does 
constitute a threat to capitalism, whatever 
some of our Utopianists consider to be the 


case. 
WILLIAM BLATCHFORD 


Sybil Morrison replies 


BECAUSE William Blatchford does not 

~™ himself take the sayings of St. Paul 
seriously and disagrees with the quotation 
from his Epistle to the Galatians, does not 
warrant the assumption that I am myself 
quoting something that I do not believe. 
Strange though it apparently seems to him, 
I do believe that man, in the general sense 
of mankind, reaps what he sows; if evil is 
sown then the evil which involves the inno- 
cent baby who has not had time to sow 
anything at all, is one of the evil results. 

Also 1 do take the sayings of St. Paul 
quite seriously, though I do not always 
agree with him! 


War the same 
Is the struggle 


By Floyd Schmoe 


CONFERENCE 
a gesture of international friend- 


S 
A ship, a party of Americans led b 
Professor Floyd Schmoe of the Ameri- 
can FoR, is visiting Japan on a project 


to help build houses for some of the 


innocent victims of the war. The cost 
is contributed by interested Americans 
and the scheme is under the care of the 
Japan Yearly Meeting of Friends. 


family and build instead a Children’s 
Library. In fact they had the site staked 
out for us and the blueprints all made. 


Disappointed but willing to consider the 
matter, since weave concerned for the well- 
being of children and since it seemed a way 
to avoid a lot of trouble, we listened to their 
ideas. A library was needed, children were 
the hope of the future, the only reai hope 
of a peaceful world. It would help with a 
very serious juvenile delinquency problem. 
Such a building being of a public nature 
would be more easily aided by the city in 
the matter of lands, rationed building 
rnaterials, ete. 


And, as a public building in a_ central 
position in the Civic Centre of the new 
Hiroshima, it would be a more fitting 
memorial to the “ generosity of the Ameri- 
can people.” Besides this they had 4,000 
volumes without any place to put them. 


“ Fitting memorial ”’—to GI’s 


We were not much moved by the “ fitting 
memorial” but we asked about the books. 
These had been donated by the United 
States Army. Surplus books from some 
soldiers library for the children of 
Hiroshima ...and in English of course! 


As far as we were conctrned the Child- 
ren’s Library was out from that point on. 
So we came back to our problem of “ houses 
to live in.” We discovered that the city 
was building about 100 units for bombed-out 
families on city property. These would be 
owned and maintained by the city and 
rented to selected families at 700 yen per 
month (about 12s. 6d.) This was the solu- 
tion. We would build four units in this 


programmes and give them to the city to be 
managed as the other houses were. 


As usual there was no “ problem.” 


| of little children possibly be called the ¥ 


THE EDITOR 


In regard to the difference between wat 
and revolution, it is, of course, always P' in 
sible to argue that there is a difference! 
degree in assessing motive for murder 
the result for the victim is precisely 
same- The only difference jn result. betwe | 
the Hitler war and the Spanish civil By \ 
that in Spain, Fascism was victorious aid [ 
remains in undisputed power. That ©? | 
have happened in the war with Hitler. to: 

As for the Czar; no, I would not wise | 
put him back, but frankly | think that 4a 
of a quibble; a revolution can be non-viol@™y 
and because the Russian revolution, a 
violent it seems that Russian leaders 
been obliged to go on using violence agains? | 
those who disagree with them. . eg 

Certainly the present Russian regime i 
threat to capitalism, but all socialist refo ai} 
is that, and in the end capitalism if 
gradually give place to socialism. t 
faith is placed in violent revolution 


the te 


force of arms, not for socialism, but 
capitalism. 


Criticism of Church leader 


ALTHOUGH Patrick Figgis, appealing 
*™ for a cessation of disparaging remo 
about Church leaders, appears to contraé 
himself (when he says misunderstan® 
of the meaning of the Cross is not a Té 
for their rejection of pacifism, but het 
reason is their inability to see any ot 
way of combatting evil than war) I apP 
ciate his motive and endorse his appe 
Letters which dismiss the World Cou 
of Churches on the ground of -ectarial 
do a disservice to our cause. det 
Dr. Belden in “ Pax Christi” has ma¥iie 
plea for unity based on love, not similatt 
of ritual, and the World Council is surely, 
big step towards this. Let us pray for : 
blessing on its efforts and its further 


lightenment. = 
C. R. GRIMWADE 


mil 


Middleton, 
Kings Lynn. 
Hancock v. Bevin 


I HOPE the precedent set by the adopti¢t 
of Frank Hancock against Ernest 


will be followed with regard to aml 
Cabinet Ministers. ity 
May I suggest that a good opportums. 


is offered by the Secretary for Sota 


seat in Stirlingshire, where a good pac on 
vote was secured in a wartime by-elec 
when Woodburn was first returned? ine 

In view of the latter’s attitude t0 sy 
present “Scottish Covenant,” co-operalirg 
between pacifists and Scottish Nationa™., 
might be appropriate. As is the case 
Wales, some prominent adherents 0 to 
Scottish movement, such as Rev. Hee 
Macpherson, Dr. Maru Ramsay and on 
Brown, are also keen pacifists. kK 

W. 4H. MARWIC 

5 Northfield Crescent, 

Edinburgh 8. 


Righteousness v. Peace 


MPPHE Archbishop of York says, “ Wher fe 
is impossible to have both righteous” 1 

and peace, the way of righteousness 
be followed at all costs.” -apde? 
Could the burning to death of multit®., 


of righteousness? my 
HARRY WILTON BROWS 
19 Wordsworth Avenue, 
Boscombe, Hants. 


Non-violence and Anarchy 


es 

(XAMPAIGN COLUMN, Dee. 9 stat 
after condemning violent revolUh oy 
against capitalism, that we must F vil’ 


cease from condemning the method ° 


lence, etc. ei 
1 wonder how deep this condemnatl?™ i 
all violence really goes. To renoune aay: 
force means not only to disband the jae 
ete., but to abolish all physica! coerci®™ |, 
defence of property or persons by pols 
ete. This is anarchy. pul 
Some PPU members are anarchist® aif 
many who support non-violence qualify * 
statements after interrogation. | 
I am a PPU member who would au® pot 
the use of violence in certain circumst@y it 
while remaining opposed to war; hoe 
seems undesirable that the PPU, ase 
function is to oppose war, should De ct 
; to spread propaganda for non-Vidr af? 
' especially when some who advocate * 


; live it out. 
not prepared to live i See GREEN 


32 Lathom Road, 
East Ham, E.6. 


League of Albion at 
AS there is no existing Party that 7‘ ny 
~% to vote for, 1 have invented on€ rhs 
own. I eall it the League of Albion 
would not be pro-Fascist or anti-Russid pf 
anti-Jew but (strange to say) it ¥ 
pro-England. . te OF 
Its main plank would be to ext ath 
nation from the toils of UNO. In pecl®, 
the Atlantic Pact it would call for 4 © pal 


sult may be, as in Spain, victory throug) 


the f 


Blety, must 


he c} 
di Cinem 
nin gilt to ta 


i. ¢and, 


' ration of Friendly Neutrality on 4 4 pon, thm 
of UK to every nation in the worl “ypPoy tide: ON,» 
Why should Englishmen die to iste” U,* Open. 
“European Unity”—a mythical, non ie 
quality ? ost £ f h Sat, 
If Switzerland, surrounded bY nets Meni wy, 
warring States, has managed to st@¥ f tty ® Hon, 
ral and remain a blessing to tne ist” | * South 
throughout the bloodiest era of yr 
why can’t we do the same ? ent TB oenn 
I can not see that this Govern™ ie int | Ang povew 
ever had a mandate to drag the pena ott 1) de lee gat 
ia major war with Russia. If on i008. rs | ihe Pe ne, “44 
; hand they have secret informal jal! : og? Wee P 
USSR wants to attack us, that int? Se rere 
should be made public. RM CLA ere 
oe athe 
| Palm Cottage, 
| Dittisham, S. Devon. eae 
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Unloved and Lost 


Ter English drama began as a 
fet labour of love, a product of simple 
bod Y; must seem unbelievable to any- 
Bn 4 who surveys the London West 
Stage at the present time. 


ou might go to the theatre every night 
Several weeks, and I can think of only 
Wore where you are likely to hear the 
éiacy] God” used except as a meaningless 

Wation. In the same way you would 


find j : é 
. It extremely difficult to come into con- 
With ideas. 


mete Js. not to say that “idle entertain- 
all y Isn't legitimate; of course we should 
eee" occasionally. But London’s com- 


| theatre should never forget the 


for 


Ror 2 ; : : 

be eritaee which is English drama; 
. “erita 1 j e fj rate 
Pristence. Ze to which it owes its very 


an this js by way of explaining why 
ve been more frequently mentioned 


he 
ve than plays of recent months. That 


does no 


not a negro in colour; she is a white negro. 
She has been away among whites for three 
years, unknown as a negro, treated as an 
equal. 


She is not automatically insulted and 
abused; the fact that she is a negro has to 
come out somehow: until it does she is safe. 


Of course, to some extent this heightens 
the absurdity, for we see the sudden change 
in people when they learn they are dealing, 
not with a white, but a negro But it pro- 
hibits a reaching to the roots of the problem. 


Again, Pinky’s case is brought to issue 
by a law-suit, with an attempt to rob her 
of a legacy. But the real problem is of 
the countless thousands who have no such 
opportunity to air the matter, and of the 
poor devils who are summarily lynched. 


At the trial’s end the judge warns against 
any interference with the defendant or her 
property, and so touches the real matter— 
those who have not that protection and who 
will get their houses burned, their legs or 
necks broken. 


Edited by 
Roger Page 


The early parts of the film have an 
almost documentary quality about the work 
of UNRRA This is well done, but 
as the story develops the film gets even 
better. It has as quality that puts it almost 
beyond criicism, even description. 


The publicity boys dropped all their usual 
verbiage and simply said “ The Search is a 
wonderful picture,” thus, for once achiev- 
ing a miracle of understatement. 


I shall say no less, no more, except to re- 
cord that I have never seen so‘ many eyes 
being openly, shamelessly, wiped at the end 
of a picture, and that I myself missed a 
train through being unable to move. 


The Dark Past 

Films about psycyhiatry are as common 
as dock strikes; The Dark Past is one of the 
good ones. The weaknesses, although they 
will doubtless raise the ire of the professional 
brethren, are the unavoidable ones involved 
in trying to telescope a case history within 
the closed limits of a story of this type 
chosen. For it is the well-worn theme of 
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DEVALUATION? 


By Oswald Blalkeston 


N a generous impulse, a friend sent me 
a copy of The Courier, dated Sept. 18, 


1813. To borrow a phrase from the local 
museum—it is highly instructive and 
amusing. 


Times have changed, and it must be ad- 
mitted that with the change journalists 
have lost a certain grace. For instance, 
the old advertisements are often phrased 
with a simple lyricism of commerce 
which is a dead art in this age of slick- 


ness. Here, for example, is a forgotten 
copywriter’s description of a ‘fast 
trotter”: “She is six years old, 15 


hands high, mistress of 13 stone, very 
handsome, in excellent condition; she can 
walk near five miles an hour, trot 16, 
and can canter to carry a lady; she has 
trotted 15 miles within the hour, and had 
forfeit paid at 16.” 


There is, moreover, a friendly, homely 
manner in the presentation of news. 
Rumours about a possible sugar shortage 
in Jamaica are quoted from a letter re- 
ceived by “a very distinguished gentle- 
man in Dublin,” important events are 
recorded with a caution that information 
received by telegram may frequently be 
inaccurate, and some notes about the 
stranding of a whale appear happily in 
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6—PEACE NEWS, December 23, 1949 
Christmas Messages 


From Geneva 


CHRISTMAS is here and, in the spirit 
of love and goodwill, we greet all those 
who, in many countries, have suffered so 
deeply, both materially and spiritually and, 
even today, can only look forward to the 
future with anxiety and distress. We 
should like to say to them: “ Do not lose 
heart. Throughout the world men and 
women are spending their lives trying to 
find the way to banish war, with all atten- 
dant evil and suffering. We can help them 
to succeed by our thoughts and actions, by 
ovr love for our neighbours, transcending 
all barriers and frontiers. Let-us look for 
the good side of everyone, whoever he may 
be: let our relations with others never be 
poisoned by prejudice or distrust; let us 
never be discouraged by disappointment, 


indifference or hate. Indifference and hate 
are often the result of past experience, of 
childish memories, of misguided education- 
Our constant readiness to understand and 
willingness to work together for the good 
of all are the best means of bringing about 
that peace and happiness which we all so 


mach Se Worl Union of Women for 


Internationa] Concord. Geneva, 
December, 1949. 


From Archdeacon Hartill 


I BELIEVE that an increasing number 

of Christians are doubting the old 
arguments used to justify war, It is for 
us to show them that the Christmas mes- 
sage must determine our means a8 well as 
our ends. We can do it if we are pacifist 
in character as well as in policy. 


From Dame Sybil Thorndike 


AQ HRISTMAS should be the season be- 
longing especially to Pacifists—not just 
the season when we say “everything is 
peace and everything is lovely " because it 
isn’t all peace and lovely in the world. We 
have got to realise more and more that a 
peace in the world comes with great 
atruggle—after suffering—with discipline— 
‘and all these things are hard. But Christ- 
mas teaches us that the way has been trod- 
den and we have to follow in that way. 
Being human we feel often hopeless, but the 
great symbol of Christmas should make us 
sure that the hard way is the worth while 
way and the way to growth. 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


F.A.U. INTERNATIONAL SERVICE 
STEEP, PETERSFIELD, HANTS. 
FFERS young religious and humanitarian 

pacifists constructive service with its 
small tnternational membership, uadertaking 
agricultural, reconstructional and other 
manual work in England and abroad. 


No superman with selfish capitalist 
outlook, but single minded, qualified 
experienced synthetic resin WORKS 
MANAGER, particularly alkyds, age 
35-48, who knowa his job, required 
by progreasive paint and plastics raw 
materials Manufacturing Co., near 
London. Technical Directorship with 
£1,500 p.a. and excellent prospects 
open to right man of mature pacifist 
Christian character and_ creative 
ability and leadership—Apply in 
confidence, stating fullest details and 
salary required to Box 115. 


NE 


a Gbristmas 


II¢9 


HY not give your young 
socialist and co-operative 
friends a worthwhile present? 
For FOUR SHILLINGS we will 
send every month during 1950 


COMRADE 


the Co-operative and socialist youth 
magazine. 


And a Gift Xmas Card “ PEACE 
THROUGH CO-OPERATION” 
with your name and best wishes. 


Orders to :— 
“Comrade,” 20, Buckingham Street, 
London, W.C.2. 


Every Month 3d. 


| WORLD PACIFISTS ADDRESS 


BIG CALCUTTA MEETING 


Tributes to 
non-violence”’ 


the first open session of the 


The meeting, held in the grounds of a 
former residence of the Nizam of Hydera- 
bad on Dec. 10, was broadcast entire by All- 
India Radio and was front-page news in 
India’s leading newspapers. 


The chair was taken by a former Premier 
of West Bengal, Dr. P. C. Ghosh and the 
delezates were introduced to the meeting 
by Horace Alexander, chairman of the Con- 
ference Committee. 


The first speaker among the delegates 
was Vera Brittain, chairman of the Peace 
Pledge Union and a dircetor of Peace News 
Ltd. She spoke of the wide variety of 
people attending the World Pacifist Meet- 
ing—34 different countries and 10 different 
religions. In spite of the fact that believers 
in non-violence were often tiny minorities 
in the countries from which they came, 
there was a unity apparent in the WPM 
which made her feel that they were indeed 
a cloud of witnesses. 


The kindness shown to the delegates by 
the people of India was especially appre- 
ciated by those from Britain. The Indian 
people had shown that they were willing to 
begin with the British all over again. 


Two impressive incidents 


_ Two incidents at the Conference had par- 

ticularly impressed her: One was when 
Manilal Gandhi, son of Mohandas Gandhi 
himself, had bade the Meeting to humble 
itself in silence for the sins of the whole 
world. The other was after a Japanese 
delegate had described the effects of the 
atom-bomb on Hiroshima, and a Chinese 
delegate rose to ask for silence as an exe 
pression of contrition for the great wrong 
done to Japan. 


The next speech was by B. Ramchandran, 
one of Gandhi’s associates who said that the 
WPM was not made up of people who were 
namby-pamby in any sense. They had 
raised points in the discussions of a far 
more difficult nature than many of those 
raised in the Press. The problems of popu- 
lation and the food crisis, the possibility of 
a world citizenship, these things were ap- 
proached by people who had lived with the 
problems for 20 and 30 years, people who 
were not talkers about peace, but downright 
workers for peace. 


Some of those from the West had en- 
dured suffering and stuck to their non- 
violence under conditions far more difficult 
than any known in India. Indians 
thought they were the torchbearers of 
non-violence, having received the message 
from Gandhi. But non-violence was not 
only an Indian achievement. There were 
brave men, strong men in the West who 
would pluck the torch away from India 
if India stumbled. 


India-Pakistan question 


The India-Pakistan question was raised 
again and again at the WPM. How could 
India talk of settling the differences be- 
tween Russia and America when she 
couldn't settle her own differences with her 
neighbour ? 

It is all very well for someone to suggest 
that England should take the lead in uni- 
lateral disarmament. But if India will not 
take the torch handed to her by Gandhi, 
how can she ask others to take it up ?” 

“The common people of the world— 
you and me—must say that we will no 
longer be a party to these conflicts. 

After all, he added, “it is not the mini- 


The words of this Roll (Zech. v.) which 
has been closed up and sealed, till the time 
of the end, are now revealed to mankind— 
because the time for the fulfilment of all 
things is now come. Every truth seeker 
should have this the most satisfying 
explanation of the Bible. 
% Send at once for the first book of over 
200 pages. 


Is. 4d. or Is. 10d. 
Cloth bound the set of three 5s. 


free from: 
Cc. H. 


All post 


COLLINS 
64 RUISLIP ROAD, 


yi GREENFORD, MIDDLESEX. 


“‘torch-bearers of 
from the West 


ORE than 2,000 Calcutta citizens listened for over four hours to 


World Pacifist Meeting in India. 


sters who fight; it is not their secretaries 
who fight. It is only the common people 
who are in a position to say so.” 


Richard Gregg, author of The Power of 
Non-violence, said that for thousands of 
years men had wanted to fly. For thousands 
of years they wanted to be without war. 
Fifty years ago, the Wright brothers 
actually flew. Thirty years ago Gandhi 
was showing that it was possible to use 
satyagraha. At the same time as the 
Wrights were performing their first flight, a 
preat American mathematician was 
proving infallibly that it was 
impossible to fly. And today, even 
after Gandhi’s demonstration of the practi- 
cability of non-violence, men still placed 
their trust in arms. People tell us that 
there won’t be another Gandhi for a long 
time: in the meantime we shall do well to 
get back to military training. 

Richard Gregg compared non-violence to 
learning to swim. New faculties were 
brought into play, there was the certainty 
of discomfort, and the possibility of death. 
It was an alarming business. None the 
less, India had achieved freedom without 
resort to arms. 


He concluded by saying, “I beg of you, 
do not go back on your great traditions. 
Do not just revere Gandhi; practice what 
he taught. He taught common men how 
to use non-violence. Do what he would 
have wanted you to do.” 


In New Zealand 


A.C, Barrington, PN’s New Zealand Cor- 
respondent, ‘mentioned the common response 
he got in his own country to pacifism. “Don’t 
ask us to be pacifists. We don’t want war. 
You preach thus to the Russiansfi or the 
Germans, or the Japanese. 


Everyone of us, said A. C. Barrington, is 
responsible and we should act so. 


Referring to the “air of expectancy” 
often referred to by New Zealand police as 
a justification for closing down pacifist 
meetings, Barrington said that he hoped 
that an air of expectancy would be aroused 
by the WPM, and that it would not be 
unsatisfied. 


Amiya Chakravarty asked the meeting 
not to identify the people of the West with 
their nation-states. Race discrimination 
was certainly not confined to the USA, he 
added. Calcutta was full of examples of it. 


“We 


Guy 
Davis, 
world 
world government could be just as brutal as 
a national one. Richard Grege’s book 
Power of Non-violence had converted him to 
belief in non-violence. He was about to 
journey to help with his manual Icour to 
repair some of the damage he as a bomber 
pilot had been responsible for during the 
war. 


The WPM must make a call to the con- 
science of the world. And, in the favourite 
phrase of Garry Davis himself, “ We shall 
win.” 

A. J. Muste of the American Fellowship 
of Reconciliation said that in the present 
age the powers of violence had reached 
their ultimate. There was an enormous dis- 
parity between the material wealth of the 
world and the powers of destruction. At 
the same time this was the age when Gandhi 
had demonstrated the practicability of non 
violence. It has been shown to us_ that 
there is no way of salvation except love. 


He appealed for a determination that 
no child in the world should go hungry or 
lack proper care and education, How, he 
asked, could Communism stand against the 
force of such a mighty resolve? He felt 
too that it was up to the mightiest nation 
to take the lead and to lay down their 
raat as an integral part of this policy of 
ove. 


shall win ” 


Marchand, of France spoke of Garry 
and how he had come to realise that 
government was not enough. A 


BERTRAM BREWER 


WiUTH the passing of Bertram Brewer on 
Dec. 5, the pacifist movement has lost 
another of its pioneers, 

Many will remember him as the Warden 
of Jordans Meeting House, where for the 
past five years he was able to hear daily 
witness to the supreme faith he had in the 
brotherhood of man. 

During the first World War he was twice 
sentenced to terms of imprisonment and a 
period at the Dyce stone quarries in Scot- 
land. Despite the suffering and hardship 
which this entailed to himself and _ his 
dearly-loved wife, he held tenaciously to his 
ideals, and they both felt that their ap- 
pointment to Jordans was an unlooked-for 
reward. 

We in the Uxbridge and Buckinghamshire 
area came to know and love him, and to 
those who in their turn were called upon 
to make their stand in the second World 
War he was a constant source of inspiration. 

His simple faith was perhaps best ex- 
pressed in his words to young visitors from 
Scotland this year, afterwards published 
in a Scottish newspaper: ‘ Remember, 
children, kindness and patience to birds and 
people, and the world’s troubles would soon 
come to an end.” J.A.B. 


(CHRISTMAS has become so much 


unity and a reason for family gainers 
that very few people give even a Pa f 
thought to its origin. 
“ roodwill toward all men” is strong? ag 
the heart of all Christmas celebro@ay 
Quarrels are forgotten, reconciliations 

o oul 


Christmas Day in the first World © 
almost as well known in Europe to 


The power of goodwill 


its implications. 


breaking of the barriers, these me, yy 


Sybil Morrison's 


CAMPAIGN 


ae 
No. 705 


And ye shall hear of wars ad 
rumours of wars—nations shall 7 
against nation and kingdom aga 

kingdom — all these are the beginaing 
of sorrows, Jr 
—St. Matthew XXIV. 6% 


On earth Peace, goodwill toward mete 


—St. Luke IL 


Anda this gospel shall be preached all | 
the world for a witness unto all nations 
and then shall the end comm 
—St. Matthew XXIV. ™* 

ie 

occasion for an expression of famil 


Yet the sens? 


place, presents are given and praye 
the absent in some form or another 8 
from ordinary people all over the world 


3 oD 
The story of the unofficial truer 


ay 


the story of Bethlehem itself. Germans ty, 
perhaps even more sentimental about tM} ar 
family festival of Christmas than gl Po 
British, and it was, therefore, very 24 i and 
that on that day, when at home their ¥ and 
and mothers, sisters and children thot | the 
gathering round the Christmas Tre® ofl | the 
men facing each other in the trenches “i 

a few yards apart, should be so st shiP| and 
conscious of their fundamental relation” 1p 0 

to each other as fellow human bein£S find} p 
discard the barriers of barbed wires ‘hey Head; 
grenades and machine guns for what anh Wilf i} 
are, a monstrous mockery of the real ™ h 
ing of Christmas Day. 


43 
A gesture of human_ brotherhood vad 


'made then that could have secured aa 
of the war. When Jesus prophecie ical bir } 
and rumours of wars,” He also catesot nid ange 
stated the kind of thought and action "hast yh0 8 
would bring the end. On Christmas tists 
1914, the first world war could have “thl gio 
to an end, simply because that day 0, greene 
battlefield the belief that there sh {es Ove 
“on earth Peace, goodwill toward Need 


A few hours before the involuatt) 


ould % 
of 

was crystalized by a positive acceptan® 
been ruthlessly killing each other an@ oa ie 
questioningly hating each other; all 4 fof ea 
forgotten in a moment which will stan’ yrs! de 
all time as a supreme example of more 
human love and fellowship. All the #” ad ex 
of state and power, of war machinery, i 
politics, were against the extension 
the moment into a positive and cout 
attempt to end the war. But it Sieg 
never be forgotten that it could havé Us 
done, for it is a simple truth that wal ‘gr Please 
not be fought if the opposing armen of Jup 
shaking hands with each other insté and 


firing the guns. 
Good must prevail 


! 
It is constantly argued that the woe 
by Jesus himself of wars’ in the ps! 


means that it was ordained by God and ig 


nothing can be done about it, and 2 

alter it. It is easy to avoid all resp Ex.g 
bility and escape from taking an¥ “jem 147 
tive by this kind of argument, but J, Ss 


is no such illogicality in the prophe®j 
the contrary the most confirmed mate! gat 
cannot escape from the logic of caus’ J 
effect so clearly set out in the chaP 
St. Matthew that I have auoted. 


Until the nations of the world ces? 
blaming each other and recognise wie " 
the goodwill which is in the heart of ® 
all human beings towards each other 
will continue. Pacifists believe . 
must in the end prevail and their 
ee: an that end, not ° : 
ristmas time, but all the time. . 
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